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and exclamations. A sweet giggle and applause from Angel. The reactions were surprisingly mild..He couldn't much longer take advantage of Paul Damascus's hospitality.

Since bringing Wally to town, Tom had been staying in Paul's guest bedroom. He knew that he was welcome indefinitely, and the sense of family that he'd found with these

people had only grown since January, but he nevertheless felt that he was imposing..Only a few theater goers attended the matinee. No one sat near, so Google and Junior

openly swapped packages: a five-by-six manila envelope to Google, a nine-by-twelve to Junior..Copyright (c) 2001 by Ursula K. Le Guin All rights reserved. No part of this

publication may be reproduced or transmitted in any form or by any means, electronic or mechanical, including photocopy, recording, or any information storage and

retrieval system, without permission in writing from the publisher..When she didn't at once accept his generosity, he said, "All my life, I've lived just to get through the day.

First survival. Then achievement, acquisition. Houses, investments, antiques ... There's nothing wrong with any of that. But it didn't fill the emptiness. Maybe one day I'll

return to medicine. But that's a hectic existence, and right now I want peace, calm, time to reflect. Whatever I do from here on . . . I want my life to have a degree of purpose

it's never had before. Can you understand that?"."If I ever get there, I'll be back," she promised the gathered family. "Imagine how much we'll have to talk about. Maybe I'll

even get some new pie recipes from Over There.".On the morning in August that Agnes came home from Dr. Joshua Nunn's office with the results of tests and with a
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diagnosis of acute myeloblastic leukemia, she asked that everyone pack up and caravan, not to deliver pies, but to visit an amusement park. She wanted to ride the roller

coaster, spin on the Tilt-A-Whirl, and mostly watch the children laugh. She intended to store up the memory of Barty's laughter as he had stored up the sight of her face in

advance of the surgery to remove his eyes..Maybe he would get lucky, and an airliner would fall out of the sky right now, right here, obliterating him in an instant.."Your

father denies the rape ever occurred, apparently out of what I'd call a misguided willingness to trust in divine justice.".Routinely she dreamed of Joey. Not nightmares. No

blood, no reliving of the horror. In her dreams, she was on a picnic with Joey or at a carnival with him. Walking a beach. Watching a movie. A warmth pervaded these

scenes, an aura of companionship, love. Except eventually she always glanced away from Joey, and when she looked again, he was gone, and she knew that he was gone

forever..Maybe the bright side was that the musician hadn't either wet his pants or taken a dump while in his death throes. Sometimes, during a comparatively slow death

like strangulation, the victim lost control of all bodily functions. He'd read it in a novel, something from the Book-of-the-Month Club and therefore both life-enriching and

reliable. Probably not Eudora Welty. Maybe Norman Mailer. Anyway, the men's room didn't smell as fresh as a flower shop, but it didn't reek, either..As the nurse slapped a

bar of lye soap in Celestina's right hand, she turned on the water in the sink..room, heavier and colder than the ice bags that were draped across Junior's midsection..A

nurse in surgical greens appeared. "Pull up the sleeves of your scrub nearly to your elbows. Scrub hard. I'll tell you when to stop.".were uniformly negative, frequently

hilarious, but never as succinct and violent as Sklent's..A few attractive women were here alone, proof that social mores had changed dramatically in three years. Junior

was aware of their hot gazes, their need, and he knew that he could have any of them..In a magazine article about the hero, passing mention was made of a restaurant

where occasionally the great man ate breakfast..One of the most unnerving aspects of life in southern California was that earthquake weather came in so many varieties. As

many days as not, you got out of bed, checked the sky and the barometer, and realized with dismay that conditions were indicative of catastrophe..By mid-March, he had

exhausted the possibilities of Bartholomew as a surname. By the time that he shot himself in September, he had combed through the first quarter million listings in the

directory in search of those whose first names were Bartholomew..Almost as an afterthought, as he was leaving, he tucked the brochure for "This Momentous Day" into a

jacket pocket. There would be amusement value in hearing a group of cutting-edge young artists analyze Celestina's greeting-card images. Besides, as the Academy of Art

College was the premier school of its type on the West Coast, a few of the partygoers might actually know her and be able to give him some valuable background. The party

raged in a cavernous loft on the third-and top-floor of a converted industrial building, the communal residence and studio of a group of artists who believed that art, sex, and

politics were the three hammers of violent revolution, or something like that..So here it came again, the hateful past, returning when Junior thought he was shed of it. This

tall, lanky, Celestina-humping son of a bitch, guardian of Bartholomew, had driven away, gone home, but he couldn't stay in the past where he belonged, and he was

opening his mouth to say Who are you or maybe to shout an alarm, so Junior shot him three times..Maria, after a single sip of Chardonnay, fled to the kitchen, ostensibly to

check on the apricot flan that she'd brought, but in reality to press a cool and slightly damp dishtowel against her eyes..Junior felt a little lightheaded. He felt strange. He

hoped he wasn't coming down with the flu.."I wish my Rico could have met your Harrison, too," Maria told Grace, referring to the husband who had abandoned her. "Maybe

the reverend could've done with words what I couldn't do with my foot in Rico's trasero.".Industrial Woman, which he'd purchased for a little more than nine thousand

dollars, less than eighteen months ago and at another gallery, would fetch at least thirty thousand in the current market, so rapidly had Bavol Poriferan's reputation

risen.."Get this through your head, you shit-for-brains. I lost a daughter, a precious daughter, my Naomi, the light of my life.".She expected him to be gone, snatched by an

accomplice who had come in the back way while Deed had distracted her at the front door..She was in Paul's arms again, as though by magic, and he ran as fire broke

through the cedar-shake shingles and as the roof shuddered under them. Airborne through billowing smoke. Across flames that briefly caressed the soles of his

shoes..What he saw next in the brochure wasn't the link that he sought, but it alarmed him so much that the three-fold pamphlet rattled in his hands. The reception for

Celestina's show had been this evening, had ended more than three hours ago..Eventually, when he had gone through the entire directory, if he'd had no success, he would

phone each red-checked listing and ask for Bartholomew. A few hundred calls, no doubt. Some would involve long-distance charges, but he could afford the toll..For a

while, Junior half convinced himself that the quarter in his cheeseburger, in December '65, was a meaningless coincidence, unrelated to Vanadium. His short tour of the

kitchen, in search of the perpetrator, had given him reason to believe the diner's sanitary standards were inadequate. Recalling the greasy men on that culinary death

squad, he knew that he'd been fortunate not to discover a dead rodent spread-eagle on the melted cheese, or an old sock..The masterpiece that Junior purchased was

small, a sixteen-inch-square canvas, but it cost twenty-seven hundred dollars. The entire picture-titled The Cancer Lurks Unseen, Version 1-was flat black, except for a

small gnarled mass, bile-green and pus-yellow, in the upper-right quadrant. Worth every penny.."Sitters. Friends, relatives of friends. People I can trust.  I can afford sitters if

I'm getting only dinner tips.".Standing at graveside, Junior was in a foul mood. He was weary of pretending to be deep in grief..By habit, she shifted her attention to his eyes,

because though the scientific types insist that the eyes themselves are incapable of expression, Agnes knew what every poet knows: To see the condition of the hidden

heart, you must look first where scientists will not admit to looking at all..The sight of the heavily bandaged face apparently pressed all of the compassion buttons in the

reverend, because he broke out of his paralytic shock and started forward-before he registered the weapon..Only a dishonest or delusional man, however, could justify

Victoria's killing as self-defense. To a degree, he'd been motivated by anger and passion, and Junior was forthright enough to admit this..By his twelfth month, he was

toilet-trained, and every time that he had the need to use his colorful little bathroom chair, he proudly and repeatedly announced to everyone, "Barty potty.".A deep-set

casement window. Two latches on the right side, one high, one low. Detachable hand crank lying on the foot-deep sill. Mechanism socket in the base casing..This morning,

Damascus had left the house early, before Vanadium came downstairs, which was perfect for Junior's purposes. While the maniac cop was finishing his shave and shower,

Junior crept upstairs to check his room. He discovered the revolver in the second of the three places that he expected it to be, did his work, and returned the weapon to the

nightstand drawer in precisely the position that he had found it. Narrowly avoiding an encounter with Vanadium in the hall, he retreated to the ground floor. After some

fussing over the most effective placement, he left the quarter and the luggage-just as Vanadium, the human stump, clumped down the stairs. Junior experienced an

unexpected delay when the detective spent half an hour making phone calls from the study, but then Vanadium went into the kitchen, allowing him to slip out of the house
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and complete his work..On the nightstand waited a glass of water on a coaster and a pharmacy bottle containing several capsules of a potent painkiller..Sliding one hand

lightly along the railing, the boy quickly descended the short flight of steps and walked onto the soggy lawn, into the rain..Through tears, that night, she asked him if the

commitment he was making didn't frighten him.."Tom, a couple minutes ago," Agnes said, "Celestina mentioned your. . . 'certain awareness.' Which is what exactly?".This

was pathetic. Only thickheaded fools, unschooled and unworldly, would be shaken into confession by ham-handed tactics like these..Seraphim's child had been alive is long

as Naomi had been dead, almost fifteen months. In fifteen months, Junior should have located the little bastard and eliminated him..San Francisco's pre-Christmas cheer

had deserted it. The glow and glitter of the season had given way to a mood as dark and ominous as The Cancer Lurks Unseen, Version 1..On other nights, she had

overheard this and been touched. On this Christmas Eve, however, it filled her with wonder and wondering, for she recalled their conversation earlier, at Joey's grave:.Fed

up with them and with this exhibition, Junior half wished that he would again be stricken by violent nervous emesis. Even in his suffering, he would enjoy spraying these

insistently appealing canvases with the reeking ejecta of his gut: criticism of the most pungent nature..She loosened her hair and brushed it out, and Nolly took her to dinner

at their favorite place, which had the decor of a classy saloon and a bay view suitable for God's table. They came here often enough that the maitre d' greeted them by

name, as did their waiter..By the time they reached the seventh painting, alcohol and rich French cuisine and Jack Lientery's powerful art combined to devastate Frieda.

She shuddered, leaned with one hand on a canvas, hung her head, and committed an act of bad PR..use it. The cop was no threat to the English army, as Joan had been,

but as far as Junior was concerned, the creep most definitely deserved to be burned at the stake..Intending to keep the front of the gallery under surveillance from behind

the wheel of his Mercedes, Junior checked the time as he walked toward the car. His wrist was bare, his Rolex missing..The spectral singer didn't exhibit her

blood-and-bone sisters' reluctance to pursue her man.."The princess is correct," he acknowledged, revealing that this hand was still empty. Then he reached to the girl and

plucked the quarter from her ear..A music tradition was deeply rooted in the Negro community. No similar tradition in magic existed..Even as the morning matured, the fog

and the rain conspired to bar all but a faint gray daylight from St. Mary's. Shadows flourished.."-and wherever he went, between his shows, he always gave free

performances at nursing homes, schools for the deaf-".She wanted to tell him not to say these queer things, not to talk this way, yet she couldn't speak those words. When

Barty asked her why, as inevitably he would, she'd have to say she was worried that something might be terribly wrong with him, but she couldn't express this fear to her

boy, not ever. He was the lintel of her heart, the keystone of her soul, and if he failed because of her lack of confidence in him, she herself would collapse into ruin.."A

friend's daughter. They say she died in a traffic accident down in San Francisco. She was even younger than Naomi.".Most likely, Reverend White's ramblings were as

greasy with sentiment and oily with irrational optimism as were his daughter's paintings, so Junior was in no hurry to learn the name of the radio program or to write for a

transcript of the sermon..Evidently, her face was knotted with the effort to remember what the child had looked like, for the physician said, "Yes? What's wrong?".Paul

withdrew the pistol from the drawer. The weapon didn't feel as good to him as guns always felt in the hands of pulp heroes..Risking all, he turned his back on her and fled,

and in spite of his expectations to the contrary, she allowed him to escape..Amused, Wally said, "You artists do love to dramatize-or have I forgotten the San Francisco

blizzard of '65?".She had lighted one candle for each of eleven apostles, none for the twelfth, Judas, the betrayer. Consequently, after burning a fragment of the cards in

each votive glass, she was left with one piece.."I never saw a Moor--never saw the Sea--Yet know I how the Heather looks--And what a Billow be."".ON THE FOLLOWING

Tuesday afternoon in Bright Beach, across a sky as black as a witch's cauldron, seagulls flew out of an evil brew toward their safe roosts, and on the land below, humid

shadows of the."Having spent most of the last twenty years in this apartment, not being the one who has a car, how would I meet a Negro magician?".The past three years

had given Wally much to celebrate, as well. After selling his medical practice and taking an eight-month hiatus from the sixty-hour work weeks he had endured for so long,

he'd been giving twenty-four hours of free service to a pediatric clinic each week, providing care to the disadvantaged. He'd worked hard all his life, and saved diligently, and

now he was able to focus solely on those activities that gave him the greatest gratification..This surprised him. Of course, Oregon was not the Deep South. It was a

progressive state. Nevertheless, he was surprised. Oregon wasn't home to many Negroes, either, a handful compared to those in other states, and yet until now Junior

supposed that they had their own cemeteries..When he reached the Suburban and closed his right hand around the handle on the driver's door, he felt something peculiar

against his palm. A small, cold object balanced there..Junior decided to attend the festivities, after all, motivated by the prospect of connecting with a woman more pliant

than the Bavol Poriferan sculpture..At eight o'clock in the evening, Junior parked two blocks past the target house. He walked back to the Prosser residence, gloved hands

in the pockets of his raincoat, collar turned up..Lipscomb turned to Celestina. "Before lapsing into semicoherence again, your sister said, 'Beezil and Feezil are safe with

her,' which may sound less than coherent to you, but not to me."."I just wanted everyone to come see the spider, that's all. It was a really, really icky interesting bug.".This

was a test of Junior's gullibility, and he would not give Vanadium the satisfaction of searching his robe for the coin.."Maybe." In truth, Tom didn't believe that any of this

could be learned even by one adept taking instruction from another adept. They were born with the same special perception, but with different and strictly limited abilities to

interact with the multiplicity of worlds that they could detect. He wasn't able to explain even to himself how he could send a coin or other small object Elsewhere; it was

something he just felt, and each time that the coin vanished, the authenticity of the feeling was proved. He suspected that when Barty walked where the rain wasn't, the boy

employed no conscious techniques; he simply decided to walk in a dry world while otherwise remaining in this wet one-and then he did. Woefully incomplete wizards,

sorcerers with just a trick or two each, they had no secret tome of enchantments and spells to teach to an apprentice..Shortly after nine-thirty in the morning, they landed in

Eugene, and the cab driver who conveyed Junior to the town's largest shopping center spent more time staring at his afflicted passenger in the rearview mirror than he did

watching the road. Junior got out of the taxi and paid through the driver's open window. The cabbie didn't even wait for his fiery-faced fare to turn completely away before he

crossed himself..interminably against the ignition plate before, at last, he was able to insert it. "Should be a boy, because then you'll always have a man around the

house."."Oh, yes, 1 recall it now. Polar bears eating tourists in Union Square, wolf packs prowling the Heights.".That was another thing. Junior hadn't gotten his noon meal,

because the spirit of Vanadium had nearly caught up with him when he'd been browsing for tie chains and silk pocket squares before lunch. Then he missed dinner, as well,

because he had to maintain surveillance on Celestina when she didn't go straight home from the gallery. He was hungry. He was starving. This, too, she had done to him.
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The bitch..As if a door had briefly opened between this windless day and another world, a single gust rattled rain against the windows..The high point of his day was coming

home to Perri. They met when they were thirteen, married at twenty-two. In May they would celebrate their twenty-third anniversary..In either case, printing the name in

blood was a ritualistic act, and ritualism of this nature was an unmistakable symptom of a seriously unbalanced mind. Evidently, the wife killer would be easier to crack than

expected, because his shell was already badly fractured..Jabbing his forefinger at each of the remaining treats, Barty said, "Pie, pie.".Wally and Celestina went to dinner at

the Armenian restaurant from which he'd gotten takeout on the day in '65 that he rescued her and Angel from Neddy Gnathic. Red tablecloths, white dishes, dark wood

paneling, a cluster of candles in red glasses on each table, air redolent of garlic and roasted peppers and cubeb and sizzling soujouk-plus a personable staff, largely of the

owners' family-created an atmosphere as right for celebration as for intimate conversation, and Celestina expected to enjoy both, because this promised to be a most

momentous day in more ways than one..Vanadium's smile, in that tragically fractured face, might have alarmed most people, but Kathleen found it appealing because of the

indestructible spirit it revealed..Incredibly, the thief left behind the most valuable items: the collection of hardcover first editions of Caesar Zedd's complete body of work. The

box stood open, its contents having been explored in haste, but not a single volume was missing..Caring for her, in every sense of that word, had made him a far happier

man than he would otherwise have been-and a far better one..The hall was deserted. Then a woman came out of one of the offices and walked toward the gallery, without

glancing at him..He capped the bottle, pocketed it, and then kicked the dead man, kicked him again, and spat on him..Agnes was only thirty-nine years old, full of plans and

vigor, so Angel's words seemed premature. Yet in too few years, she would have reason to wonder if perhaps these gifted children foresaw, unconsciously, that she would

need the comfort of having witnessed this climb..At dawn, he and his mother went down to the sea, to watch the rolling waves filigreed with foam and gilded with the molten

gold of morning sun, to see the kiting gulls and to scatter bread that brought the winged multitudes to earth..He stepped into the house, quietly closed the front door, and

examined the bottle. The glass was thick, especially at the base, where a large punt--a deep indentation-encouraged sediment to gather along the rim rather than across

the entire bottom of the bottle. This design feature secondarily contributed to the strength of the container. Evidently he had hit her with the bottom third of the bottle, which

could most easily withstand the blow..Having been an object of Thomas Vanadium's fixation, Junior felt fortunate to have survived. He shuddered..Junior kept a file on each

man, nevertheless, in case instinct later told him that one of them was, in fact, his mortal enemy. He could have killed all of them, just to be safe, but a multitude of dead

Bartholomews, even spread over several jurisdictions, would sooner or later attract too much police attention.
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