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changed. She put her face in her hands.."I thought my gift was for music," he said..Erreth-Akbe's sword and set it atop the highest tower of his palace.."Irian," he said, "do
you hear the leaves?".Hemlock's rune, which had two meanings: the hemlock tree, and suffering..a few spells of illusion; and when the boy was fifteen or so, the old man
took him out into the."How do you know of that House?".sir, but I have to ask, can you pay a little?".raiding ships even as far as the Inmost Sea. Of the fourteen Kings of
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Havnor the last was.perspiring a little..He slept there, on the ground. At sunrise he got up and walked by the high road over to Re Albi..them, not keeping them secret each
to himself, as the wizards do."."Thank you," I said, "not for me. . .".chest -- and his coat filled out and lit up again. . .."Once in his lifetime, if he's lucky, a wizard finds
somebody he can talk to." Nemmerle had said.twenty-five. A while ago now. He had been truly a boy then, long-legged, rough-haired, soft-faced,.murrain. The supply of
food they had brought, meager to start with, was about to run out. Instead."Master Hand," said the Doorkeeper, "she asked to enter as a student, and I saw no reason to
deny her.".platforms and tunnels, after the unbearably shrill incandescent vegetation of the streets, the light.Once there in the Grove she had no thought of earning, or
deserving, or even of learning. To be.longer.".Otter passed the domed chamber of the roaster pit and its hurrying slaves, and climbed slowly up the circling, darkening,
reeking stairs till he came to the topmost room..and I found myself suddenly high up; this aerial ride lasted maybe half a minute and ended at a."So when the Windkey
returned, we were nine again. But divided. For the Summoner said we must meet.the fountain.."But he told me about some of the students.".Soon, he thought now, he
would not need one. He would have real power over her. He had finally seen how to get it. She had given it into his hands. Her strength and her willpower were tremendous,
but fortunately she was stupid, and he was not..and banish darkness from the islands forever. The Firelord took dragon form to fight Erreth-Akbe,."He won't," said Irioth.."So
what brought you here?" the Changer asked, stern, but not hiding his curiosity..own. This power had been a delight to him as a boy. He had never sought any use for it. It
had."Ah," said the Patterner..went on wandering about with itinerant musicians, ballad-singers and such, learning all their."My Lord Patterner, will you defy our Rule and our
community, that has been one so long, upholding.intellectual and moral discipline for the art magic, gathering wizards to work together at the."Have you ever kept goats?"
Dulse asked, in the same soft, polite voice..lenses?) -- suddenly disappeared; his seat expanded at the sides, which rose and joined to form a.house. "Let him crawl home
to his mother."."We're coming into Thwil Bay now. Where there's no wind but the wind they want."."That?" I pointed at the glass wall..Great House. I know it.".Nothing will
grow. That no matter what cures I use, the sickness will end in death." He looked.obstinate, and, in defense of his passion, brave. He had defied Losen's power, years
before, going.file:///D|/Documents%20and%20Settings/harry/...0%20LeGuin%20-%20Tales%20From%20Earthsea.txt (46 of 111) [2/5/2004 12:33:31 AM].scraped the legs
of my trousers; the dew, shaken from above, fell like rain in my face; I took a.Terminal, pale against the black sky, still showed through the branches, then finally
disappeared,.stopped again, looking as if he were in intense pain, hunched and clenched. He struggled to stand.He was fortunate in having met a farm heifer, not one of the
roaming cattle who would only have led him deeper into the marshes. His Ulla was given to jumping fences, but after she had wandered a while she would begin to have
fond thoughts of the cow barn and the mother from whom she still stole a mouthful of milk sometimes; and now she willingly took the traveler home. She walked, slow but
purposeful, down one of the tracks, and he went with her, a hand on her hip when the way was wide enough. When she waded a knee-deep stream, he held on to her tail.
She scrambled up the low, muddy bank and flicked her tail loose, but she waited for him to scramble even more awkwardly after her. Then she plodded gently on. He
pressed against her flank and clung to her, for the stream had chilled him to the bone, and he was shivering..shadows, trembling with speed and trailing long streaks of
flame, their signal lights; then the.Erreth-Akbe's gifts in magic became apparent when he was still a boy. He was sent to the court to.said that to make love is to unmake
power.".But Otter was intensely aware of Gelluk, both physically and as a presence of immense controlling."And the wizard in South Port didn't teach you how to make it
work?".years, in the minds of most people, all magic was black..Curious manners, I thought. But, then, if that's what's done. . ..What he found on Roke was both less and
more than the hope and rumor he had sought so long. Roke Island was, they told him, the heart of Earthsea. The first land Segoy raised from the waters in the beginning of
time was bright Ea of the northern sea, and the second was Roke. That green hill, Roke Knoll, was founded deeper than all the islands. The trees he had seen, which
seemed sometimes to be in one place on the isle and sometimes in another, were the oldest trees in the world, and the source and center of magic.."You and Broom trade
spells.".She said nothing, but breathed very warm in his ear, and he moaned. His hands clenched hers. He drew back a little. She drew back. They sat back on their
ankles..into death, and return - it was not right. They broke a law that must not be broken. It was to.decision that he had taken his own form, but that in touching this ground,
this hill, he had."He wanted me to go to the College on Roke to study with the Master Summoner. He was going to send me there. I decided not to go.".Irian had waited
some hours in the Doorkeeper's chamber, a low, light, bare room with a small-paned window looking out on the kitchen-gardens of the Great House - handsome, well-kept
gardens, long rows and beds of vegetables, greens, and herbs, with berry canes and fruit trees beyond. She saw a burly, dark-skinned man and two boys come out and
weed one of the vegetable plots. It eased her mind to watch their careful work. She wished she could help them at it. The waiting and the strangeness were very difficult.
Once the Doorkeeper came in, bringing her a plate with cold meat and bread and scallions, and she ate because he told her to eat, but chewing and swallowing were hard
work. The gardeners went away and there was nothing to watch out the window but the cabbages growing and the sparrows hopping, and now and then a hawk far up in
the sky, and the wind moving softly in the tops of tall trees, on beyond the gardens..body. He felt a mild regret. It was only fair that he should die here with the man he had
killed..After she died, he lived a while alone in the small house near the Grove..brother, go wash out that cut, and change your shirt. You stink of the pothouse." And she
went.Spring came late again that year, cold and stormy. Medra set to boat-building. By the time the.Master, never counted among the Nine. A vital ethical and intellectual
force, the archmage also.Dragonfly found the village witch taking maggots out of an infected cut on a sheep's rump. The witch's use-name was Rose, like a great many
women of Way and other islands of the Hardic Archipelago. People who have a secret name that holds their power the way a diamond holds light may well like their public
name to be ordinary, common, like other people's names.."But you can't hide true power," Medra said. "Not for long. It dies in hiding, unshared.".There was not much to be
got from the people his men brought to him. The same thing again: they.village lane up the hill, a pack of scrawny, evil-mouthed dogs came pelting and bellowing down
at.He heard behind him the next tune start up, the viol alone, strong and sad as a tenor voice: "Where My Love Is Going.".Otter had got control of his face and voice. He
wiped his eyes and nose, cleared his throat, and.We passed a number of half-empty bars, shopwindows in which groups of mannequins."I won't sail my boat across
Havnor, dear love. I plan to go around it. By water." He could always make her laugh; he was the only one who could. When he was away, she was quiet-voiced and
even-tempered, having learned the uselessness of impatience in the work that must be done. Sometimes she still scowled, sometimes she smiled, but she did not laugh.
When she could, she went to the Grove alone, as she had always done. But in these years of the building of the House and the founding of the school, she could go there
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seldom, and even then she might take a couple of students to learn with her the ways through the forest and the patterns of the leaves; for she was the Patterner..them of
your decision to go to the School on Roke, if that is what you decide; or to the Great.fellow that's been here before, from the south coast, and so San hired him. You work
for me and.Banners still flew from the towers of the City of Havnor, and a king still ruled there; the."Said he thought he'd better keep the doors," said the Herbal. He closed
is many-pocketed pouch.obey, your majesty." He summoned his wizards, and the mage Early came, bowing low. "Make me walk!".He swept out the dust and leaves that
had blown in the open door across the polished wood. He set."I think they fear them too," said Veil..another world..wizard, not in apparition but as a presence in his
mind..broken staff.."And how do you know it didn't?"."Stop destroying your head," Rose told him..For a half millennium or longer, men ambitious to work the great spells of
magery bound themselves to absolute chastity, enforced by self-cast spells. At the school on Roke, the students lived under this spell of chastity from the time they entered
the Great House and, if they became wizards, for the rest of their lives..followers in Awabath, the Holy City, fifty miles from Hupun. The priests of the Twin Gods were in.had
met his match, and in their final confrontation, somewhere in the Sea of Ea, both perished..him, like him; first they went out together. . .".dark curve against the sky.
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