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yesternight?" And he bethought himself and said, "Yes; one lay the night with me and | acquainted him with my case and told him my story. Doubtless, he was from the
Devil, and I, O my mother, even as thou sayst truly, am Aboulhusn el Khelia." "O my son," rejoined she, "rejoice in tidings of all good, for yesterday's record is that there
came the Vivier Jaafer the Barmecide [and his company] and beat the sheikhs of the mosque and the Imam, each four hundred lashes; after which they paraded them
about the city, making proclamation before them and saying, 'This is the reward and the least of the reward of whoso lacketh of goodwill to his neighbours and troubleth on
them their lives!" and banished them from Baghdad. Moreover, the Khalif sent me a hundred dinars and sent to salute me." Whereupon Aboulhusn cried out and said to her,
"O old woman of ill-omen, wilt thou contradict me and tell me that | am not the Commander of the Faithful? It was | who commanded Jaafer the Barmecide to beat the
sheikhs and parade them about the city and make proclamation before them and who sent thee the hundred dinars and sent to salute thee, and I, O beldam of ill-luck, am in
very deed the Commander of the Faithful, and thou art a liar, who would make me out a dotard.".So she did this and fair fortune aided her and the Divine favour was
vouchsafed unto her and she discovered her intent to her father, who forbade her therefrom, fearing her slaughter. However, she repeated her speech to him a second and
a third time, but he consented not. Then he cited unto her a parable, that should deter her, and she cited him a parable in answer to his, and the talk was prolonged
between them and the adducing of instances, till her father saw that he availed not to turn her from her purpose and she said to him, 'Needs must | marry the king, so haply
I may be a sacrifice for the children of the Muslims; either | shall turn him from this his heresy or | shall die." When the vizier despaired of dissuading her, he went up to the
king and acquainted him with the case, saying, 'l have a daughter and she desireth to give herself to the king." Quoth the king, 'How can thy soul consent unto this, seeing
that thou knowest | lie but one night with a girl and when | arise on the morrow, | put her to death, and it is thou who slayest her, and thou hast done this again and again?"'
'Know, O king,"' answered the vizier, 'that | have set forth all this to her, yet consented she not unto aught, but needs must she have thy company and still chooseth to come
to thee and present herself before thee, notwithstanding that | have cited to her the sayings of the sages; but she hath answered me to the contrary thereof with more than
that which | said to her.' And the king said, 'Bring her to me this night and to-morrow morning come thou and take her and put her to death; and by Allah, an thou slay her
not, | will slay thee and her also!.?SINDBAD THE SAILOR AND HINDBAD THE PORTER..I abode in my house, ill, a whole month; after which | went to the bath and
coming out, opened my shop [and sat selling and buying as usual], but saw no more of the man or the woman, till, one day, there stopped before my shop a young man, [a
Turcoman], as he were the full moon; and he was a sheep-merchant and had with him a bag, wherein was money, the price of sheep that he had sold. He was followed by
the woman, and when he stopped at my shop, she stood by his side and cajoled him, and indeed he inclined to her with a great inclination. As for me, | was consumed with
solicitude for him and fell to casting furtive glances at him and winked at him, till he chanced to look round and saw me winking at him; whereupon the woman looked at me
and made a sign with her hand and went away. The Turcoman followed her and | counted him dead, without recourse; wherefore | feared with an exceeding fear and shut
my shop. Then | journeyed for a year's space and returning, opened my shop; whereupon, behold, the woman came up to me and said, ‘This is none other than a great
absence.' Quoth I, 'l have been on a journey;' and she said, 'Why didst thou wink at the Turcoman?' 'God forbid!" answered I. 'l did not wink at him." Quoth she, 'Beware lest
thou cross me;' and went away..? ? ? ? ? He shot me with the shafts of looks launched from an eyebrow's (138) bow; A chamberlain (139) betwixt his eyes hath driven me
to despair..? ? ? ? ? All charms, indeed, thou dost comprise; so who shall vie with thee And who shall blame me if for love of such a fair I'm sped?.The first to take the cup
was Iblis the Accursed, who said, 'O Tuhfet es Sudour, sing over my cup.' So she took the lute and touching it, sang the following verses:.?Story of King Ibrahim and His
Son..5. Noureddin Ali of Cairo and his Son Bedreddin Hassan xx.When the two young men presented themselves before him and set forth their case to him and to the folk
and the king heard their speech, he knew them and his heart was like to fly for joyance in them: the tears poured from his eyes at their sight and that of his wife, and he
thanked God the Most High and praised Him for that He had reunited [him with] them. Then he dismissed the folk who were present about him and bade commit the Magian
and the woman and the two youths to his armoury (65) [for the night], commanding that they should keep guard over them till God caused the morning morrow, so he might
assemble the cadis and the judges and assessors and judge between them, according to the Holy Law, in the presence of the four cadis. So they did his bidding and the
king passed the night praying and praising God the Most High for that which He had vouchsafed him of kingship and puissance and victory over (66) him who had wronged
him and thanking Him who had reunited him with his family..When the king returned from his journey, he questioned his vizier of the affairs of his kingdom and the latter
answered, 'All is well, O king, save a vile matter, which | have discovered here and wherewith | am ashamed to confront the king; but, if | hold my peace thereof, | fear lest
other than | discover it and | [be deemed to] have played traitor to the king in the matter of my [duty of] loyal warning and my trust." Quoth Dabdin, ‘Speak, for thou art none
other than a truth-teller, a trusty one, a loyal counsellor in that which thou sayest, undistrusted in aught." And the vizier said, 'O king, this woman to whose love thy heart
cleaveth and of whose piety thou talkest and her fasting and praying, | will make plain to thee that this is craft and guile." At this, the king was troubled and said, 'What is to
do?' 'Know," answered the vizier, 'that some days after thy departure, one came to me and said to me, "Come, O vizier, and look." So | went to the door of the [queen's]
sleeping-chamber and beheld her sitting with Aboulkhair, her father's servant, whom she favoureth, and she did with him what she did, and this is the manner of that which |
saw and heard.".? ? ? ? ? ¢. The Third Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor cclv.11. Sindbad the Sailor and Hindbad the Porter (239).154. King Mohammed ben Sebaik and the
Merchant Hassan dcclvi.Azadbekht and his Son, History of King, i. 61.When Er Reshid drew near the door of the chamber, he heard the sound of the lute and Tuhfeh's
voice singing; whereat he could not restrain his reason and was like to swoon away for excess of joy. Then he pulled out the key, but could not bring his hand to open the
door. However, after awhile, he took heart and applying himself, opened the door and entered, saying, 'Methinks this is none other than a dream or an illusion of sleep.’
When Tuhfeh saw him, she rose and coming to meet him, strained him to her bosom; and he cried out with a cry, wherein his soul was like to depart, and fell down in a
swoon. She strained him to her bosom and sprinkled on him rose-water, mingled with musk, and washed his face, till he came to himself, as he were a drunken man, for the
excess of his joy in Tuhfeh's return to him, after he had despaired of her..On like wise, O king," continued the young treasurer, "is it with thee. If God have written aught on
my forehead, needs must it befall me and my speech to the king shall not profit me, no, nor my adducing to him of [illustrative] instances, against the fore-ordinance of God.

So with these viziers, for all their eagerness and endeavour for my destruction, this shall not profit them; for, if God [be minded to] save me, He will give me the victory over
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them.".When it was eventide, the king caused avoid his sitting chamber and summoned the vizier, who presented himself and making his obeisance to the king, kissed the

earth before him and bespoke him as follows:.When the evening evened, the king bade fetch the vizier and required of him the story of the journeyman and the girl. So he

for aye from her abstain!.Abou Sabir, Story of, i. 90..? ? ? ? ? a. The First Calender's Story xi.?THE FIRST OFFICER'S STORY.
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