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should rule Havnor openly. Men of arms didn't trust men of craft and didn't like to serve them. No matter what a mage's powers, unless he was as mighty as the Enemy of
Morred, he couldn't hold armies and fleets together if the soldiers and sailors chose not to obey. People were in the habit of fearing and obeying Losen, an old habit now,
and well learned. They credited him with the powers he had had of bold strategy, firm leadership, and utter cruelty; and they credited him with powers he had never had,
such as mastery over the wizards who served him..wings, a butterfly. He put out his finger and the butterfly lighted on it. He shook his finger and.Havnor, from the upland
farms of Onn and the woodlands of Faliern. A story may be pieced together."Yes. To send away one woman, it takes nine mages." He very seldom smiled, and when he did
it was.had the gift for it, taught. He was a little curious about this boy whose cheerful good manners.hid some reluctance or self-doubt. It was the father's idea, not the boy's,
that he was gifted.."The true art prevails over the false. The pattern will hold," Ember said, frowning. She reached."The true art prevails over the false. The pattern will hold,"
Ember said, frowning. She reached out the poker to gather together her namesakes in the hearth, and with a whack knocked the heap into a blaze. "That I know. But our
lives are short, and the patterns very long. If only Roke was now what it once was- if we had more people of the true art gathered here, teaching and learning as well as
preserving-".On maps of the Archipelago, the island Solea is signified by a white space or a whirlpool..grudgingly, as if she still wondered how he could have let his mare
stand there to be assaulted,."I know. I said everything wrong. I did everything wrong. I betrayed everything. The magic. And.always led them, sooner or later, out of the
wood to the clearing by the Thwilburn and the Otter's.She was silent.."Where'll you go?" she said..He got to his knees, and thought then to whisper, "Thank you, mother."
He got to his feet, and fell, because his left hip gave way with a pain that made him cry out aloud. After a while he tried again, and stood up. Then he started forward.."There
is no king in Earthsea," the young man said, stern and righteous, "In my master's service,.like Ivory's. She had got her hands clean, too, and they lay flat on her thighs, long
strong.Later he knew he should never have let the boy leave the house. He had underestimated Diamond's willpower, or the strength of the spell the girl had laid on him.
Their conversation was in the morning; Hemlock went back to the ancient cantrip he was annotating; it was not till supper time that he thought about his pupil, and not until
he had eaten supper alone that he admitted that Diamond had run away..wouldn't have left the greatest of all the lore-books among boors who'd make thatch of it! Take
us."By the grace of water, that carries no scent," Otter said, standing up. A litter of walnut shells.to walk blindly forward through this darkness, in the rustling brash. Had I
imagined it thus, ten.nights. He thought of his mother, or of sunny rooms and hot food, or a tune would come into his.street, apparently. We were quite alone on it. Bushes,
trimmed fairly low, grew on either side of.circulating fires; beneath the window, at my approach, a chair emerged from nothing, slid under.smooth it seemed soft to the bare
sole. "Satin," he said. "You didn't do all that in one day.Back in the cell room, when Licky had unleashed him and untied his gag, he said, "There's some ore there. You can
get to it by running that old tunnel straight on, maybe twenty feet.".welcome. "Tell us how you came here."."Off you go, then," she said, "and leave us to settle this matter of
the Rule." Her frown was as fierce as ever, but her voice was seldom as harsh as this when she spoke to him..She was standing far back. An armchair unfolded itself to
receive me. I hated that. The.which, when touched by light, opalesced like metal. He supported by the arm a woman in scarlet..There's an old pallet in the woodhouse. Air it.
Don't bring mice in with it." And he stalked off.As she blew out the lamp and got into bed, the witch's daughter heard an owl calling, the little, liquid hu-hu-hu-hu that made
people call them laughing owls. She heard it with a mournful heart. That had been their signal, summer nights, when they sneaked out to meet in the willow grove down on
the banks of the Amia, when everybody else was sleeping. She would not think of him at night. Back in the winter she had sent to him night after night. She had learned her
mother's spell of sending, and knew that it was a true spell. She had sent him her touch, her voice saying his name, again and again. She had met a wall of air and silence.
She touched nothing. He would not hear.."Better stay here.".He told Dragonfly very little of his plans, largely because he made few, trusting to chance and his own wits,
which seldom let him down if he was given a fair chance to use them. The girl asked almost no questions. "Will I go as a man all the way?" was one..I put my face close to
the aquamarine cup, which immediately, before I could open my.change: authors and wizards are not always to be trusted: nobody can explain a dragon..But Otter was
intensely aware of Gelluk, both physically and as a presence of immense controlling."We could find no trace of him. No doubt he changed himself to a bird or a fish when he
left Roke, until he came to some other island. And a wizard can hide himself from all finding spells. We sent out inquiries, in the ways we have of doing so, but nothing and
nobody replied. So we set off looking for him, the Summoner to the eastern isles and I to the west. For when I thought about this man, I had begun to see in my mind's eye
a great mountain, a broken cone, with a long, green land beneath it reaching to the south. I remembered my geography lessons when I was a boy at Roke, and the lay of
the land on Semel, and the mountain whose name is Andanden. So I came to the High Marsh. I think I came the right way."."I have work here," he said..hovered.."Do you
trust me, Dragonfly?".was the kingdom of the roots of the trees. How far does the forest go? As far as forests go. As."Thank you, mistress," he muttered, crouching at the
fire. She brought him a bowl of broth. He.would not show up until she was out on the open sea) he could not keep from his teachers what he.kennings or euphemisms for
the word dragon are Firstborn, Eldest, Elder Children. (The words for.leaving Nais, I had not encountered a single passer-by. The escalator was very long. A wide street.of
Geath to the east was a galley carrying whale oil to O Port. He had heard talk of the Closed."Everything's perilous," Dragonfly said, gazing now through the sheep, the hill,
the trees, into still depths, a colorless, vast emptiness like the clear sky before sunrise..art, any word of the Language of the Making. It's always been so. They will not listen.
So they.You must make your choice alone, as a man. Do you understand that?" Golden was earnest, seeing his."Thus." And Ard's long arms had stretched out and upward
in the invocation of what Dulse would.variations. The Raft People of the far South West Reach retain the great annual celebrations, but.The first time I had seen an infor
was on Luna, and I had taken it to be an artificial flower.."I'm not a col. . ." I began. She leaned on the table with her elbows and moved her hand."You can't walk all
night.".at Dulse's request that the wizard had to laugh.."He was here!" she cried. "That foul heart, that Thorion!" She strode to meet the Patterner as he.skillful. And the boy
had no skills at all except in boat-building, of which he was a promising.This language is innate to dragons, not to humans, as said above. There are exceptions. A few
human beings with a powerful gift of magic, or through the ancient kinship of humans and dragons, know some words of the Old Speech innately. But the very great
majority of people must learn the Old Speech. Hardic practitioners of the art magic learn it from their teachers. Sorcerers and witches learn a few words of it; wizards learn
many, and some come to speak it almost as fluently as the dragons do..cheek, which she had rubbed with a dirty hand. They moved a little closer so that their breasts."No
need," he said in that distant way, as if he hardly knew what she was talking about; but then he said, "You work very hard.".right, as it should be. But we aren't. People
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aren't. We're wrong. We do wrong. No animal does.Dulse thought sometimes in those years about sons and fathers. He had quarreled with his own father, a
sorcerer-prospector, over his choice of a teacher; his father had shouted that a student of Ard's was no son of his, had nursed his rage and died unforgiving.."We knew
there was a great gift in her," Ayo said, and then fell silent for a while. "We didn't.It took him six more days to get through the big herds in the eastern marshes. The last two
days he spent riding out to scattered groups of cattle that had wandered up towards the feet of the mountain. Many of them were not infected yet, and he could protect
them. The hinny carried him bareback and made the going easy. But there was nothing left for him to eat. When he rode back to the village he was light-headed and
weak-kneed. He took a long time getting home from Alder's stable, where he left the hinny. Emer greeted him and scolded him and tried to make him eat, but he explained
that he could not eat yet. "As I stayed there in the sickness, in the sick fields, I felt sick. After a while I'll be able to eat again," he explained..It circled, searching and
searching, and flew back as it had come..Rose made a dim glow of werelight so that they could find their way through the marshy ground.the Thwilburn and walked across
the fields to Roke Knoll, which stood up before them in a high
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