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were written down and preserved as texts. They.made himself comfortable in his coil of cable and watched the stars. Looking west, he saw the four.The Changer stared

openly at her. He was not as tall as she was. He stared at the Doorkeeper, and.They came out into the calm, open evening air. The west still held some brightness as they

crossed the Thwilburn and walked across the fields to Roke Knoll, which stood up before them in a high dark curve against the sky.."All right," she said finally. "I'm not

keeping you. But now this. . ." She was confused..He asked Birch about the place. "That's Iria," Birch said - "Old Iria, I mean to say. I own the house by rights. But after a

century of feuds and fights over it, my granddad let the place go to settle the quarrel. Though the Master there would still be quarrelling with me if he didn't keep too drunk to

talk. Haven't seen the old man for years. He had a daughter, I think.".aware of her, concerned for her. She stood up and followed him..from the Earth branch of Adapt would

be waiting and all I had to do was to find him at a."It must be weird, coming back like this," she said almost in a whisper. She shuddered..The rain had ceased, though mist

still hid the peak and shreds of cloud drifted through the high forests. Dulse was not a tireless walker like Silence, who would have spent his life wandering in the forests of

Gont Mountain if he could; but he had been born in Re Albi and knew the roads and ways around it as part of himself. He took the shortcut at Rissi's well and came out

before midday on Semere's high pasture, a level step on the mountainside. A mile below it, all sunlit now, the farm buildings stood in the lee of a hill, across which a flock of

sheep moved like a cloud-shadow. Gont Port and its bay were hidden under the steep, knotted hills that stood above the city..Next we came to a moving walkway; we stood

on it, a strange pair; lights swam by; now.grab him by the arm, but my fingers passed clean through him and closed on air. I stood.troubled time; its story casts light on how

some of the customs and institutions of the.Rose watched her. She knew she did not know who Man was or what she might be. A big, strong,.are no masters, and the rule

of Serriadh is remembered, and the arts are honored. I have been.benches, barrels of oil breaking loose and thundering over one another-pulled her over and held.Dulse

thought sometimes in those years about sons and fathers. He had quarreled with his own father, a sorcerer-prospector, over his choice of a teacher; his father had shouted

that a student of Ard's was no son of his, had nursed his rage and died unforgiving.."Women of the Hand.".put him on a ship for Roke. They thought maybe the Masters

there could tame him.".And they talked about that, all the wise women of the island: what was the true art of magic, and where did it turn false; how the balance of things

was kept or lost; what crafts were needful, which useful, which dangerous; why some people had one gift but not another, and whether you could learn an art you had no

native gift for. In such discussions they worked out the names that ever since have been given to the masteries: finding, weather-working, changing, healing, summoning,

patterning, naming, and the crafts of illusion, and the knowledge of the songs. Those are the arts of the Masters of Roke even now, though the Chanter took the Finder's

place when finding came to be considered a merely useful craft unworthy of a mage.."And the wizard in South Port didn't teach you how to make it work?"."Why so,

Tern?".not led him here. Since the raid, Roke Island had isolated itself wholly, sealed itself inside.from delicate veins, like the luminescence of a single giant trembling leaf.

Doors opened in all."Maybe I came to destroy him.".mystery, but I don't know. I only know that since I set foot on that hill I've been as I was when.Marsh. I think I came the

right way.".to obey me!".for a wizard, Heleth was silent as a stone about some things. Ogion, who respected silence, had.Medra took her hand and put his forehead against

it. Telling his story he had kept back tears. He."I'm no good there, you see, Ged," he said. "I am, here. If they'll let me do the work." He looked again at Gift, and Ged did

also. She looked at them both..work and talk..They cursed and sneered, but believed him. He had no idea if what he said was true. It had seemed.at him, but she did not

speak again. She fought her death, fought to breathe, while the red light.of his art. He found out what he could. Then the boy was no good for anything and had to be.The

True Runes used in the Archipelago embody words of the Speech of the Making. True Runes are not symbols only, but reifactors: they can be used to bring a thing or

condition into being or bring about an event. To write such a rune is to act. The power of the action varies with the circumstances. Most of the True Runes are found only in

ancient texts and lore-books, and used only by wizards trained in their use; but a good many of them, such as the symbol written on the door lintel to protect a house from

fire, are in common use, familiar to unlearned people..village, sending Hound there before him, sending his own presentment there to watch. When he knew."Memory,

memory," Hemlock said. "Talent's no good without memory!" He was not harsh, but he was.They walked without light except for the faint werelight Gelluk sent before them.

They went through long-disused levels, yet the wizard seemed to know every step, or perhaps he did not know the way and was wandering without heed. He talked, turning

sometimes to Otter to guide him or warn him, then going on, talking on..Suddenly she looked at me, her cheeks darkened, it was a blush.."Books?" said a rush plaiter on

North Sudidi. "Like that there?" He pointed to long strips of vellum that had been worked into the thatching of his house. "They good for something else?" Crow, staring up at

the words visible here and there between the rushes in the eaves, began to tremble with rage. Tern hurried him back to the boat before he exploded.."Then he drinks it at

his place.".speaking lands..let a fair wind loose or to capture a contrary one. Maybe it was only for show, but every.Ea and The Deed of the Young King, and at Sunreturn

when he was eleven years old he sang the.for the common origin of dragons and humans is the archaic Hardic word in it that is commonly.house," said the mage, pointing

to a low, moss-ridden roof half-hidden by the afternoon shadows of.unintentionally, and for the second time felt an invisible resilience that kept me from crossing the.like a

journey to the bottom, as if I had been thrown down a sterile conduit, and this colossal.She closed her eyes in bliss and listened..passengers. The bright colors of the

women's clothes I had by now learned to accept, but the men.Yet as Dory spoke he saw what the girl saw: a long hill going down into darkness, and across it, on the edge

of twilight, a low wall of stones. And as he looked he thought he saw a woman walking along beside the wall, very thin, insubstantial, bone, shadow. But she was not the

dying woman in the bed. She was Anieb..built of stone, but was half empty, defaced, window frames and facing stones pulled out of it..wiped her down all over, put the

saddle blanket back on her, and made sure she was standing in the."I was just talking, just to talk, it had no. . .".her at all. She turned round and went back to the

streambank by the little falls. There she sank.cars, from high up, someone was watching me. I went closer to the edge of the light and saw the.the trees. "Stay tonight. You

will?".In the lore-book from Way, which he brought with him in a spell-sealed box whenever he traveled, were passages concerning the true refiner's fire. Having long

studied these, Gelluk knew that once he had enough of the pure metal, the next stage was to refine it yet further into the Body of the Moon. He had understood the
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disguised language of the book to mean that in order to purify pure quicksilver, the fire must be built not of mere wood but of human corpses. Rereading and pondering the

words this night in his room in the barracks, he discerned another possible meaning in them. There was always another meaning in the words of this lore. Perhaps the book

was saying that there must be sacrifice not only of base flesh but also of inferior spirit. The great fire in the tower should burn not dead bodies but living ones. Living and

conscious. Purity from foulness: bliss from pain. It was all part of the great principle, perfectly clear once seen. He was sure he was right, had at last understood the

technique. But he must not hurry, he must be patient, must make certain. He turned to another passage and compared the two, and brooded over the book late into the

night. Once for a moment something drew his mind away, some invasion of the outskirts of his awareness; the boy was trying some trick or other. Gelluk spoke a single

word impatiently, and returned to the marvels of the Allking's realm. He never noticed that his prisoner's dreams had escaped him.."It won't do," he said, talking to himself in

Hardic, and then he said, "I can't do it." Then he.Diamond had no idea what to say. The idea of its being up to him had not occurred to him. "Do you.down through the

curved, thick surface of the seat, I could, indistinctly, see the floor..what the wizard was telling him. Yet he was certain, now, that Gelluk's ideas, the teaching he so.that of

finishing the last bite of a perfectly ripe pear..better, perhaps, had people ceased to do it. . . without artificial means.".for the reins. Ivory saw that he was supposed to

dismount. He did so, asking, "Is it very bad?".knowledge. I think I've come to the place I sought, but I don't know. I think you may be the.placid hazel eyes were reflected

retreating, diminishing garlands of lights. RAMBRENT.The Book of the Dark, written late in the time it tells of, is a compilation of self-contradictory.The wind had come up

again. They were both shivering, their teeth chattering. They stood face to face in the black lane, hardly able to see where the other was. Dragonfly put out her groping hand

and met the witch's hand. They put their arms round each other in a fierce, long embrace. Then they hurried on, the witch to her hut near the village, the heiress of Iria up

the hill to her ruinous house, where all the dogs, who had let her go without much fuss, received her back with a clamour and racket of barking that woke everybody for a

half-mile round except the Master, sodden drunk by his cold hearth..cars, but I knew that there were no more cars. It must have been something else. Even had I

been.sorcerer, and a jealousy of him, but above all contempt. He was old, other, not one of them. Fear.He sat up. The dark sea was so quiet that the stars were reflected

here and there on the sleek lee side of the long swells. Oared galleys seldom went out of sight of land and seldom rowed through the night, laying to in any bay or harbor;

but there was no moorage on this crossing, and since the weather was settled so mild, they had put up the mast and big square sail. The ship drifted softly forward, her

slave oarsmen sleeping on their benches, the free men of her crew all asleep but the helmsman and the lookout, and the lookout was dozing. The water whispered on her

sides, her timbers creaked a little, a slaves chain rattled, rattled again..destroying sweetness, sinking into an annihilating embrace, dreams in which she was

something.immediately fell asleep in the artificial light of the windowless room, for what I had at first taken."I didn't understand," Irioth said, "about the others. That they are

other. We are all other. We must be. I was wrong.".The poem begins with the best known and most cherished love story in the Archipelago, that of Morred and Elfarran. In

the third year of his reign, the young king went south to the largest island of the Archipelago, Havnor, to settle disputes among the city-states there. Returning in his "oarless

longship," he came to the island Solea and there saw Elfarran, the Islewoman or Lady of Solea, "in the orchards in the spring." He did not continue on to Enlad, but stayed

with Elfarran. To pledge his troth he gave her a silver bracelet or arm ring, the treasure of his family, on which was engraved a unique and powerful True Rune..He checked

the henhouse, finding three eggs. Red Bucca was setting. Her eggs were about due to hatch. The mites were bothering her, and she looked scruffy and jaded. He said a

few words against mites, told himself to remember to clean out the nest box as soon as the chicks hatched, and went on to the poultry yard, where Brown Bucca and Grey

and Leggings and Candor and the King huddled under the eaves making soft, shrewish remarks about rain..willpower, or the strength of the spell the girl had laid on him.

Their conversation was in the.On the first of his voyages of finding, Medra, or Tern as he was called, sailed northward up the."Well, that won't do," said the stranger

pleasantly. "I can't be bringing on a birth untimely. Is."Said he thought he'd better keep the doors," said the Herbal. He closed is many-pocketed pouch.The Kargs are

deeply resistant to writing of any kind, considering it to be sorcerous and wicked..been enough of that kind of intimidation lately. But it went against his grain. He didn't like

to.it. He went down to the stream in which he had been named. He drank, washed his hands and face,."He's matchmaking," Tuly said, dry,

fond..file:///D|/Documents%20and%20Settings/harry/...0%20LeGuin%20-%20Tales%20From%20Earthsea.txt (107 of 111) [2/5/2004 12:33:32 AM]."What does that

mean?".slave..The witch said nothing. She knew the girl was right. Once the Master of Iria said he would or.The first Archmage, Halkel, abolished the title of Finder,

replacing it with Chanter. The Chanter's task is the preservation and teaching of all the oral deeds, lays, songs, etc., and the sung spells..Soon, he thought now, he would

not need one. He would have real power over her. He had finally.file:///D|/Documents%20and%20Settings/harry/...0%20LeGuin%20-%20Tales%20From%20Earthsea.txt

(44 of 111) [2/5/2004 12:33:31 AM].binding spell on the boy that held him upright and immobile as a stone statue, and left him so for.skulk. He struck down in broad daylight

in the straggling square of Endlane village, infolding his.Dulse had the big lore-book open on the table. He had been trying to reweave one of the Acastan Spells, much

broken and made powerless by the Emanations of Fundaur centuries ago. He had just begun to get a sense of the missing word that might fill one of the gaps, he almost

had it, and-"You might keep some goats," Silence said..died in childbirth there in the city..came by and said to his parents, "Let Otter come to me in the evenings after work.

He should learn.into which he had put the few drops of quicksilver. His eye always on Otter's eye, he unsealed the
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